
Symplocarpus foetidus

Skunk Cabbage

A much-maligned but undeniably beautiful plant, and a
terrific groundcover for wet sites. Great in low
woodlands, or on the banks of streams or ponds.
Streaked or dappled purple-bronze spathe emerging
from the ground announces spring's arrival. Bright green
leaves, as much as 3' long, unfurl from tightly-rolled
spires.  The "skunk" in its common name is undeserved;
the plant does not smell at all unless the leaves are
bruised or broken, and even then, the odor is not
particularly strong or unpleasant.

Suggested companions: red-twig dogwood (Cornus
stolonifera), Meadow Rue (Thalictrum dasycarpum),
sensitive fern (Onoclea sensibilis), marsh marigold
(Caltha palustris)
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